STUDIES  IN  A   DYING   CULTURE

is a thoroughgoing materialist. But he is not. Freud
is still possessed by the focal bourgeois illusion, that
the individual stands opposed to an unchanging society
which trammels him, and within whose constraints
his instincts attempt freely to develop the rich and
varied phenomena of the psyche. Because of that
illusion Freud thinks society itself is doomed to frustra-
tion, and yet thinks that one individual can cure
another. He is never able to see that just as man must
have a fulcrum outside him to lift himself, so the
individual must act on the environment which created
his consciousness in order to change it We owe
much to Freud for his symbolic presentation of the
discord between the deep and recent layers of men's
minds; but he cannot heal us, for he cannot even
teach us that first truth, that we must change the world
in order to change ourselves.

The revolt of all the instincts against current social
relations, which to Freud is everything and obscures
his whole horizon, so that he writes all psychology,
art, religion, culture, politics and history in terms of
this revolt, is only one of many signals to the Marxian
that, behind the decayed fafade, a new environment is
being realised and in man's troubled soul a wider
consciousness, too, awaits delivery.

192